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Some fifteen years ago, I set about on a project to collect women’s ex-slave
narratives from the Indian Territory and sought to publish them as an anthology;
it was actually from this initial collection of narratives that the Blair book Black
Indian Slave Narratives evolved from. Even with the publication of this work, my
quest to lift up the truly unique and compelling stories of women whose life
under the “peculiar institution” instilled within them such a mix of pain and
passion that it impossible for the depth of their experience not to burst through
as they related their stores to others. As much as the slave narratives are a
critical commentary on race in nineteenth century, the complex interaction of
race and gender as engendered within the WPA slave narratives is an issue that
can no longer be ignored. It is my firm belief that if we were to publish these
women’s narratives as an anthology, then we would open the door to explore
these complicated issues and the work as well as serving as the basis for a more
sophisticated and engaged interpretation of the basic literature. It is neither my
point nor my place to delve at length into the life of women under slavery; it is
my purpose to lay the foundations for others to do so.

Far More Terrible for Women: Personal Accounts of Women in Slavery (Real
Voices, Real History), Paperback: 219 pages; Dimensions: 7.6 x 5.0 x 0.5
inches; Publisher: John F. Blair Publisher (October 30, 2006); ISBN:
0895873230

Black Indian Slave Narratives (Real Voices, Real History)

[ amazon link ] [link to Aframerindian slave narratives web project]
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Few people realize that Native Americans were enslaved right alongside the
African Americans in this country. Fewer still realize that many Native Americans
owned African Americans and Native Americans from other tribes. Recently,
historians have determined that of the 2,193 interviews with former slaves that
were collected by the Federal Writers' Project, 12 percent contain some
reference to the interviewees' being related to or descended from Native
Americans. In addition, many of the interviewees make references to their Native
American owners. In Black Indian Slave Narratives, Patrick Minges offers the
most absorbing of these firsthand testimonies about African American and Native
American relationships in the 19th century. The selections include an interview



with Felix Lindsey, who was born in Kentucky of Mvskoke/African heritage and
who served as one of the buffalo soldiers who rounded up Geronimo. Chaney
Mack, whose father was a "full-blood African" from Liberia and whose mother
was a "pure-blood Indian," gives an in-depth look at both sides of her cultural
heritage. There are stories of Native Americans taken by "nigger stealers," who
found themselves placed on slave-auction blocks alongside their African
counterparts.

Black Indian Slave Narratives (Real Voices, Real History), Paperback: 191 pages
; Dimensions (in inches): 0.69 x 7.44 x 5.02, Publisher: John F. Blair Publisher;
(June 1, 2004), ISBN: 0895872986

Slavery in the Cherokee Nation: The Keetoowah Society and the
Defining of a People 1855-1867 (Studies in African American
History and Culture)

[ amazon link ] [ link to full text online version]
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This work argues that radical changes within Cherokee society as a result of the
civilization program of the federal government created social and political
tensions that erupted into Civil War in the mid nineteenth century. At the core of
this rupture was the abandonment of traditional Cherokee cultural and religious
practices by an elite minority in order to pursue acculturation to Euro-American
values including chattel slavery. A resistance movement entitled the Keetoowah
Society formed within the Baptist churches and sought to preserve Cherokee
traditional values of harmony, inclusiveness, cooperation, and collectivization. As
the Baptist churches were historically composed of both Africans and Indians, the
Keetoowah Society’s commitment to the abolition of slavery led to a militant
response to the Cherokee Nation’s alliance with the Confederacy. As much as the
Civil War was a defining moment in the identity of Cherokee Nation, the role of
the Keetoowah Society in that struggle to define “what is a Cherokee” is critical
to understanding Cherokee history.

Slavery in the Cherokee Nation: The Keetoowah Society and the Defining of a
People 1855-1867 (Studies in African American History and Culture) Hardcover:
304 pages ; Dimensions (in inches): 9.25 x 1.00 x 6.00 Publisher: Routledge; 1
edition (July 1, 2003) ISBN: 0415945860
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Few people realize that Native Americans were enslaved right alongside the African Americans in this country. Fewer still realize that many Native Americans owned African Americans and Native Americans from other tribes. Recently, historians have determined that of the 2,193 interviews with former slaves that were collected by the Federal Writers' Project, 12 percent contain some reference to the interviewees' being related to or descended from Native Americans. In addition, many of the interviewees make references to their Native American owners. In Black Indian Slave Narratives, Patrick Minges offers the most absorbing of these firsthand testimonies about African American and Native American relationships in the 19th century. The selections include an interview with Felix Lindsey, who was born in Kentucky of Mvskoke/African heritage and who served as one of the buffalo soldiers who rounded up Geronimo. Chaney Mack, whose father was a "full-blood African" from Liberia and whose mother was a "pure-blood Indian," gives an in-depth look at both sides of her cultural heritage. There are stories of Native Americans taken by "nigger stealers," who found themselves placed on slave-auction blocks alongside their African counterparts. 
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This work argues that radical changes within Cherokee society as a result of the civilization program of the federal government created social and political tensions that erupted into Civil War in the mid nineteenth century. At the core of this rupture was the abandonment of traditional Cherokee cultural and religious practices by an elite minority in order to pursue acculturation to Euro-American values including chattel slavery. A resistance movement entitled the Keetoowah Society formed within the Baptist churches and sought to preserve Cherokee traditional values of harmony, inclusiveness, cooperation, and collectivization. As the Baptist churches were historically composed of both Africans and Indians, the Keetoowah Society’s commitment to the abolition of slavery led to a militant response to the Cherokee Nation’s alliance with the Confederacy. As much as the Civil War was a defining moment in the identity of Cherokee Nation, the role of the Keetoowah Society in that struggle to define “what is a Cherokee” is critical to understanding Cherokee history.
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